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DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 

National  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric 
Administration 

COASTAL  ENERGY  IMPACT  PROGRAM 

PROJECT  ASSESSMENTS  AND  ENVI¬ 
RONMENTAL  IMPACT  STATEMENTS 

Environmental  Guidelines  for  Preparation 

AGENCY:  National  Oceanic  and  Atmos- 
I^erlc  Administration  (NOAA) ,  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Cwnmerce. 

ACTION:  Notice  of  guidelines. 

SUMMARY:  The  purpose  of  these  guide¬ 
lines  is  to  provide  coastal  States  and  local 
communltlea  with  a  detailed  description 
of  the  envlronmetnal  InfcHinatlon  neces¬ 
sary  as  part  of  their  appllcaticxis  for 
certain  kinds  ctf  assistance  imder  the 
Coastal  Elnergy  Impact  Program  (CEIP) , 
sectlcm  309  of  the  Coastal  Zone  Manage¬ 
ment  Act  of  1972,  as  amended.  These 
giildelines  are  designed  to  solicit  infor¬ 
mation  ess^tlal  to  the  envlnmmental 
review  process  required  under  the  Na¬ 
tional  Environmental  Policy  Act  of  1969 
(NEPA). 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CON¬ 
TACT: 

Joellyn  Mundiy,  National  Oceanic  and 

Atmospheric  Admintetration.  OlOoe  of 

Coastal  Zone  Management,  8S00 

Whitehaven  Street  NW„  Washington. 

D.C.  20235  (202-634-4240). 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 

Environmental  Impact  Assessment 
(ElA) 

Each  applicant  requesting  C^EIP  fund¬ 
ing  for  a  proposed  project  must  complete 
an  Environmental  Impact  Assessment, 
based  on  the  following  guidelines,  to  be 
submitted  with  the  initial  application.  A 
copy  of  the  EIA  will  be  sent  to  the  Coastal 
Energy  Impact  Program,  OCZM/NOAA. 
Room  372,  3300  Whitehaven  Street  NW, 
Washington,  D.C.  20235. 

An  EIA  documents  the  analysis  of  en¬ 
vironmental  Impacts  associated  with  al¬ 
ternative  coiuses  of  action  studied  dur¬ 
ing  the  decision  making  process.  The  as¬ 
sessment  aids  in  the  sdection  of  the  best 
alternative  for  the  siting  and  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  proposed  project 

I.  C'EIP  OuiDKiJNEs:  Environmental 
Assessment  Information 

A.  PROCEDURES  FOR  PREPARING  ENVIRON¬ 
MENTAL  IMPACT  ASSESSMENTS 

The  purpose  of  an  environmental  im¬ 
pact  assessment  is  to  document  the  anal¬ 
ysis  of  environmental  impacts  associated 
with  alternative  courses  of  action  stud¬ 
ied  by  the  applicant  during  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  project  pnHX)6al,  so  as  to  aid 
OCZM  in  making  Its  detomlnatlon  as  to 
whethCT  an  environmental  Impact  state¬ 
ment  (EIS)  must  be  prepared  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  National  Environmental 
Policy  Act  of  1969.  TTie  assessment 
should  sdso  aid  the  applicant  in  the  se- 
lecticm  ol  an  alternative  as  the  proposed 
course  of  action.  Because  the  envlrcm- 
mental  assessment  will  be  used  by  OCZM 
In  making  Its  decision  on  the  need  for  an 
EIS,  the  inf(Hinatlon  contained  in  the 


assessment  shoold  be  presented  In  a 
manner  whkh  clearly  and  succinctly  de¬ 
scribes  the  significant  environmental  Im¬ 
pacts  that  may  be  associated  with  the 
proposed  project  and  Its  alternatives. 
These  guidelines  are  intended  to  aid  the 
applicant  in  developing  an  EIA  which 
will  serve  these  needs. 

1.  General  Project  Description 

Identify  name  of  site,  type  of  proposed 
facility  and  CH^eration.  Identify  all  spe¬ 
cific  elements  of  the  project  Including 
sise,  land  area,  capacity  In  applicable 
units  affected.  Identify  the  project  brlefiy 
and  identify  whether  It  is  an  alteration 
or  modification  of  an  existing  facility, 
an  additional  facility  by  Itself  or  in  an 
existing  complex,  or  one  of  the  first  fa¬ 
cilities  In  a  new  complex.  If  It  is  part  of 
a  new  complex,  the  review  should  ad¬ 
dress  the  entire  complex  rather  than 
only  the  Immediate  constructioo  acthr- 
Ity  addressed  in  the  grant  application. 

2.  Beneficiaries 

a  Identify  the  name  and  size  of  the 
community,  county  or  region  to  be  af¬ 
fected. 

b.  Identify  the  new  or  expanded  coast¬ 
al  energy  activity  which  is  triggering  the 
iKopoeed  project. 

e.  Document  the  increases  In  employ¬ 
ment  and  the  anticipated  Increase  In 
population  In  the  community,  county/ 
town,  or  region. 

3.  Project  Alternatives 

This  section  shall  describe  the  full 
range  ot  optlcms  from  vriilrii  the  pro¬ 
posed  project  was  chosen,  the  adverse 
and  beneficial  environmental  impacts  of 
those  oi^Jons.  and  the  reasons  the  vari¬ 
ous  alternatives  were  not  chosen  (for  ex¬ 
ample,  different  sites  or  designs,  miti¬ 
gating  measures,  etc.) . 

This  section  will  be  reviewed  by  the 
Office  of  Coastal  Zone  Management 
((XTZM)  to  determine  if  the  most  envi¬ 
ronmentally  appr(H>rlate  site,  design,  and 
timing  for  the  proposed  project  has  been 
selected. 

The  general  procedure  to  be  used  in 
developing  a  description  for  each  alter¬ 
native  is  as  follows: 

(a)  Describe  what  is  the  effect  on  the 
area  If  no  action  is  taken. 

(b)  Determine  objectives  of  the  action, 
expressed  hi  terms  of  desired  accom¬ 
plishment. 

(c)  Determine  a  general  design  for  any 
physical  structures  required  for  the  al¬ 
ternative.  Describe  possible  approaches. 

(d)  Select  a  general  site  if  the  action 
Involves  a  major  facility. 

(e)  Develop  a  general  description  of 
the  facility  and  its  surrounding  environ¬ 
ment  during  construction  and  after  com¬ 
pletion  of  construction. 

(f)  Describe  the  character  or  nature, 
including  existing  use.  of  the  environ¬ 
ment  physically  affected,  including  any 
downstream  uses  of  water  bodies  being 
altered. 

(g)  Prepare  a  short  (e.g.,  one  page) 
geheral  description  of  each  alternative. 
The  de8crh>tion  should  be  based  on  avail¬ 
able  maps,  a  visual  reconnaissance  of 
the  site,  and  available  ll^rature.  As  an 


example,  if  the  alternative  were  a  hydro- 
electrle  dam.  the  description  could  con¬ 
sist  simply  of  a  “hydroelectric  dam  at 
about  river  mile  597  with  a  reservoir 
elevation  of  1,290  ft.  and  a  tailwater 
elevation  of  950  ft.  The  turbines  would 
be  designed  for  a  maximum  flow  rate  of 
80,000  cfs  (corresponding  to  generation 
of  1800/NWe)  and  no  fish  ladders  or 
navigation  locks  would  be  provided.  The 
reservoir  would  extend  upstream  to  mile 
700.  Lands  to  be  inundat^  are  currently 
used  for  agriculture.  The  river  contains 
an  Important  salmon  spawning  area  and 
provides  passage  for  numerous  upstream 
migrants,  etc.** 

4.  Project  Design 

Briefly  summarize  engineering  design. 
Applicants  are  advised  to  employ  project 
design  features  and  techniques  which 
wm  result  In  the  choice  of  the  altema- 
ttvs  providing  the  least  disturbance  to 
the  surrounding  environment. . 

Applicants  having  projects  in  the  later 
stage  of  design  or  with  final  drawings 
completed  wUl  review  all  aspects  of  the 
project  design  and  development  for  com¬ 
patibility  with  environmental  standards. 

Environmental  protection  features 
with  respect  to  design  must  meet  Fed¬ 
eral,  State  and  local  requirements,  and 
where  Federal,  State  or  local  environ¬ 
mental  codes  and  ordinances  differ,  the 
most  demanding  standards  must  be  in¬ 
corporated  Into  the  project  design. 

5.  Compliance  with  State  and  Local  En¬ 
vironmental  permits  and  procedures. 

Indicate  If  the  proposed  project  is  sub¬ 
ject  to  State/local  environmental  regu¬ 
lations  and  permit  procedures.  Sum¬ 
marize  the  results  of  compliance  with 
these  requirements  and  attach  available 
documentatloii. 

6.  Environmental  Summary 

Briefly  summarize  the  major  unavoid¬ 
able  environmental  problems  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  project.  Evaluation  of  environ¬ 
mental  Impacts  will  be  considered  by  the 
applicant  In  depth  when  filling  out  Sec¬ 
tion  I B  of  these  Guidelines. 

7.  Short-Term  and  Long-Term  Impacts 

of  Project 

The  short-term  commitment  of  en¬ 
vironmental  resources  will  be  ccHnpared 
to  the  proposed  project’s  cumulative, 
long-term  impacts.  This  section  thus 
will  discuss  “trade  offs”:  what  limg-term 
environmental  productivity  will  be  en¬ 
hanced  by  the  short-term  uses  of  the 
environment  in  the  proposed  project. 
Special  attention  should  be  given  to  ef¬ 
fects  upon  ecological  Inter-relationships, 
and  to  long-term  hazards  to  human 
health  and  safety. 

8.  Any  irreversible  and  irretrievable 
commitment  of  resources  which 
would  be  involved  if  the  proposed 
project  were  implemented 

This  sectiixi  Shan  discuss  and  quan¬ 
tify,  when  possible,  any  irreversible  or 
IrretiievaUe  uses  of  resources  in  the 
proposed  project.  “Resources"  should  be 
defined  broadly  to  Include  not  only  atr 
and  water  qaality.  but  also  archeologl-^ 
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cftl  or  historical  sites,  the  habitats  of  * 
threatened  or  endangered  species,  dedi¬ 
cated  uses  areas  such  as  partes  and  val¬ 
uable,  environmentally  productive  areas 
such  as  wetlands. 

9.  Federal/ State  Agency  Involvement 

a.  Identify  Federal/State  agency 
funding  of  other  projects  as  a  result  of 
the  same  coastal  energy  activity  (if  ap¬ 
plicable)  .  Attach  comments  received 
from  the  A-85  clearinghouse  process. 

b.  Environmental  Ansdysis  of  Partici¬ 
pating  Federal  Agencies.  Indicate  If  an¬ 
other  f^eral  agency  Is  participating  In 
the  project  either  through  the  ixt>vl- 
slon  of  additional  funds,  a  companlmi 
project,  or  a  permit  rei^w  authority. 
Summarize  the  results  of  the  Involved 
agency's  environmental  impact  analy¬ 
sis  and  attach  available  documentaUem. 

c.  Identify  existing  and  proposed 
area-wide  planning  agencies  (both  Fed¬ 
eral  and  State)  for  the  area  under  con¬ 
sideration. 

d.  Was  the  proposed  project  ever  oon- 
sidered  by  other  pobUe  funding  agm- 
cies?  Summarize  the  results. 

10.  Consultation  arid  coordination  with 
othert 

Since  one  of  the  Intentions  ot  HEPA 
was  to  open  an  Important  part  ot  the 
planning  process,  environmental  study, 
to  public  review  and  commoit.  all  pri¬ 
vate  and  putdlc  organizations  which 
have  cooperated  In  or  omtrlbuted  to  the 
preparatiem  of  the  environmental  Infor- 
matlmi  doemnent  should  be  listed. 
oezM  will  review  each  project  proposal 
to  determine  if  the  public  has  paiticl- 
pated  adequate  at  the  earliest  stages 
of  a  legally  mandated  public  process. 

11.  Processing 

Upon  receipt,  the  applicant's  Environ¬ 
mental  Impact  Assessment  will  be  re¬ 
viewed  the  CEIP  staff.  When  the  ElA 
document  for  a  proposed  project  is  com- 
I^ete  the  usual  review  period  win  be 
10  days. 

In  the  evovt  of  omissions  in  the  study 
or  the  need  fM*  additional  Information, 
the  applicant  wiU  be  advised  to  submit 
or  provide  additional  necessary  data  and 
material.  Where  review  of  the  Environ¬ 
mental  Impact  Assessment  discloses 
need  for  revisions,  applicant  wiU  be  no¬ 
tified  (tf  the  necessary  changes. 

In  those  instances  where  the  support 
of  a  project  would  produce  a  significant 
effect  on  the  environment,  it  may  be 
necessary  to  request  the  i^licant  to 
develc^  materials  to  be  used  in  prepar¬ 
ing  a  draft  Environmental  Impact 
Statement  which  will  be  reviewed  and 
Issued  by  the  Department  of  Commerce. 
(Section  ID . 

B.  GUIDELINES  FOB  ANALTZIMG  SIGNIFICANT 
ENVIBONKXHTAL  IMPACTS 

The  ten  categories  listed  are  areas  of 
environmental  concern  regulated  by 
Federal  law.  The  proposed  project  must 
consider  in  detail  potential  effects  It  will 
have  on  each  of  these  areas  and  must 
conform  to  pomit  and  public  notice  re¬ 
quirements. 


FEOCIAL 


1.  Land  Use 


a.  Development  Impact:  (1)  Descrlb* 
the  project  site  and  Its  present  use. 

(2)  Describe  the  existing  land  use  plan 
and  zoning  designations  for  the  project 
area.  Determine  whether  the  plan  and 
zoning  are  consistent  with  each  other 
and  with  the  zoning  ordinance.  Will  a 
zoning  amendment  be  necessary  to  per¬ 
mit  construction  of  the  project? 

b.  Impact  on  other  Community  Facil¬ 
ities.  If  the  proposed  project  is  a  new 
or  expanded  community  facility  system, 
does  it  have  the  capacity  to  provide  for: 

(1)  Nursing  Homes  or  Hospitals:  200 
units  (beds)  or  more. 

(2)  Subdivisions:  Typical  proposed  lot 
size  6000  sq.  ft  or  greater  =  100  units  or 
more. 

(3)  Multifamily  structures:  Typ^ral 
proposed  lot  size  imder  6000  sq.  fw  — 
200  units  or  more.  This  was  a  threshold 
limit  established  by  HUD.  4010.1  CSO. 
Nov.  4,  1974. 

If  the  facility  has  the  potential  to  ex¬ 
pand  the  size  of  a  c<xxiiminlty  beyemd 
these  thresholds  then  special  attention 
must  be  given  to  the  ImiMtct  on  othtf 
community  facilities  such  as  schools, 
hospitals,  recreational  resources,  trans¬ 
portation  facilities,  fire  stations,  librar¬ 
ies.  Current  capacities  of  the  existing 
public  facilities  of  the  area  including 
waste  watet  treatment  and  water  supi^ 
systems  need  to  be  identified  and  futi^ 
demands  on  their  capacities  projected. 

,  c.  Submit  a  small-scale  map,  using 
USOS  topographic  map  1:24,000  and 
UJ3.  SoU  ConservatiCHi  soil/slope  maps, 
locating  environmental  features  of  the 
area  in  relation  to  the  proposed  project: 


Dunes 
Beaclies 
SUppsge  soils 
Steep  slopes 
Wetlands 
Areas  of  scenic 
beauty 
Floodplains 
Woodlands 
Aquifer  recharge 
areas 


Farmland 
Seismic  conditions 
Streams  and  creeEs 
WlldUfe  babltots 
Proximity  to  dedi¬ 
cated  public  use 
areas 

Highways  and  sec* 
‘  ondary  roads 
Designated  historic 
preaenratlon  areas 


d.  Floodplains.  According  to  Executive 
Order  11988,  dated  May  24,  1977.  the 
term' floodplain  means  "the  lowland  and 
relatively  flat  areas  adjoining  inland  and 
coastal  ^  waters  including  flood-preme 
areas  of  offshore  islands,  including 
at  a  minimum,  that  area  subject 
to  a  one  percent  or  greater  chance 
of  flooding  in  any  given  year."  This 
Executive  Order  requests  that  all 
agencies  must  protect  the  values 
and  benefits  of  floodplains  and  reduce 
risks  of  flood  losses  by  not  conducting, 
supporting  or  allowing  action  located  in 
flood  plains  unless  it  is  the  only  prac- 
ticable  altemativre.  Use  available  HUD 
floodplain  boundary. maps,  or  more  de¬ 
tailed  UH.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 
maps  or  other  avrailable  floodplain  infor¬ 
mation,  to  locate  the  project  in  relation 
to  the  100-year  floodplain. 

If  it  is  determined  from  the  environ¬ 
mental  analysis  that  the  only  feasiMe 
location  for  the  project  is  a  designate 
floodplain,  then  the  design  of  the  proj¬ 
ect  must  (i)  minimize  potential  harm  to 


the  floodplain.  (11)  meet  flood-proof  ' 
standards  under  the  National  Flood  In¬ 
surance  Program  and  (ill)  insure  that 
the  project  In  compliance  with  the  Flood 
Disaster  Protection  Act  is  a  special  flood 
hazard  area  as  specified  in  Section  102 
(a)  Title  I. 

e.  Wetlands.  “TTie  term  ‘wetlands’ 
means  those  areas  that  are  inundated  by 
surface  or  ground  water  with  a  frequency 
sufficient  to  support,  and  under  normal 
circumstances  does  or  would  support,  a 
prevalence  of  vegetative  or  aquatic  life 
that  requires  saturated  or  seasonally  sat¬ 
urated  soil  conditions  for  growth  and 
reproduction.  Wetlands  generally  In¬ 
clude  swamps,  marshes,  bogs,  and  simi¬ 
lar  areas  such  as  slou^is,  p<kholes.  wet 
meadows,  river  overflows,  mud  flats,  and 
natural  ponds."  This  definition  was  con¬ 
tained  in  Executive  Order  11990,  dated 
May  24.  1977. 

According  to  the  Order,  Federal  as¬ 
sistance  for  new  construction  located 
in  wetlands  should  be  avoided  iiniAM  the 
agency  finds  that  there  is  no  practlcidile 
alternative  and  that  the  proposed  action 
Includes  all  practicable  measures  to  min¬ 
imize  barm  to  wetlands  which  may  re¬ 
sult  from  sudi  use. 

The  term  "new  construction"  Includes 
"draining,  dredging,  channeling,  filling, 
diking.  ImiKiundlng  and  related  activities 
and  any  structures  or  facilities  begun 
or  authorized*  after  the  effective  date  of 
the  Order  (May  25, 1977) .” 

Each  Federal  agency  is  also  required 
to  provide  opportunity  for  early  public 
review  on  any  plans  or  proposals  for  new 
construction  in  wetlands. 

‘The  nation's  wetlands  are  also  pro¬ 
tected  by  section  404  of  the  Federal 
Wate  Pollution  Control  Act  of  1972 
which  requires  the  apidlcant  to  apply  for 
a  permit  for  dredge  and  fill  activities 
in  wetlands  from  the  UJ3.  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers.  The  permit  must  be  obtained 
by  Uie  applicant  prior  to  submission  of 
the  application  for  CEIP  fxmdlng. 

Evaluation  of  the  cumulative  effect  of 
piecemeal  changes  in  wetland  aresis  is 
emphasized  in  the  CTorps  regulations.  No 
permit  is  granted  unless  the  benefits  of 
the  proposed  alteration  outweigh  the 
damage  to  the  wetlands  resource  and 
the  proposed  alteration  is  iMoessary  to 
achieve  those  benefits.  The  impUcant 
must  fmlher  provide  sufficient  data  on 
the  availability  of  feasible  alternative 
sites. 

If  the  pr<«x»sed  iwoject  will  either  be 
located  in  or  adjacent  to  a  wetlands  us¬ 
ing  the  above  d^nition,  please  estimate 
the  project  locatimi  on  the  U.S.  Geo¬ 
logical  Survey  topographical  map  ex¬ 
hibit.  1:24,000  (See  Sectimi  B,  Subsec- 
ti<m  1(c))  and  complete  the  follow^ 
check  list.  ^ 

Do  the  wetlands  within  the  impact  area 
provide: 

Feeding  for  waterfowl,  migratory  birds  and  ^ 
other  species.' 

Wintering  areas  for  waterfowl.' 

Uvaatty  areas.*  < 

Breeding  areas.'  : 


'  Identify  major  q>ecles  of  mammala.  flrtwa 
birds,  reptUes  and  amphibians. 
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B*nier  Inlands.' 

araas  Beds. 

Shellflah  Beds  ' 

DralxMgeways. 

Vegetated  TMelands  (salt  marshes  and 
mangrove  swampe). 

Buffer  areas. 

Migration  Pathways.' 

PUter  areas  for  {button.  (Specify  prox¬ 
imity  to  urban  areas  and  Industrial  facul¬ 
ties.) 

Recharge  areas  for  ground  water  and  aqui¬ 
fers. 

Fish  and  Wildlife  game  refuge.' 

WUdllfe  habitat,  Including  endangered 
species  (Specify  tyi^  of  habitat)  .< 

Dedicated  PubUc  Use  Areas. 

Has  the  applicant  applied  for  or  received  a 
permit  from  the  TTB.  Army  Corps  of  En¬ 
gineers? 

Has  the  applicant  applied  for  or  received 
a  permit  from  the  State/local  wetlands  man¬ 
agement  authority? 

Give  the  name  and  address  of  the  State 
and  local  wetlands  management  authority. 

Inf<»Tnatk>n  <mi  the  resident  and  mi¬ 
gratory  species  of  wildlife  and  the  func¬ 
tions  performed  by  the  wetlands  In  ques- 
tltm  can  be  obtained  from  the  U.S.  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service  field  offices,  local 
and  State  game  and  fish  agencies,  local 
wetlands  commissicxis  and  other  related 
agencies. 

f.  Farmland.  The  Coastal  Zone  Man¬ 
agement  Act  designates  farmland  in  pro¬ 
duction  as  a  preferred  econtmilc  activity 
in  the  coastal  zone.  If  the  proposed  proj¬ 
ect  site  will  incorporate  existing  farm¬ 
land  either  under  production  or  not  in 
production,  complete  the  following  check 
list: 

Does  any  portion  of  the  project  site  meet 
the  criteria  f<H-  prime  farmland  a.s  defined  by 
UB.  Soli  Conservation  Service  USDA  In  the 
Land  Inventory  and  Monitoring  Memo-3 
(October  31,  1975). 

Is  the  site  in  a  special  agricultural  district 
designated  by  either  the  State  or  local  gov¬ 
ernments? 

Is  the  cropland  on  the  site  significantly 
used  by  wUdllfe  for  feeding,  nesting  or 
breeding  areas? 

Is  the  site  located  In  a  district  designated 
by  any  planning  agency  as  farmland? 

Information  for  this  section  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  frcHn  the  nearest  Soil  Conserva¬ 
tion  Service  office  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  the  State  Conservation/ 
State  Ebctension  Services  or  other  ap- 
prtvriate  agencies. 

g.  Wildlife  Habitat.  (1)  The  Federal 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Coordination  Act  of 
1958  recognized  the  value  of  wildlife  and 
wildlife  habitat  as  a  national  resource 
to  be  (xmserved  and  protected.  If  the 
proposed  project,  or  any  one  of  the  alter¬ 
natives,  is  located  in  or  adjacent  to  a 
natural  area  (wetlands,  cropland,  dedi¬ 
cated  use  area)  providing  wildlife  habi¬ 
tat,  determine  the  major  effects  of  the 
action  <m  the  habitat  area  assessing  the 
extoit  of  the  impact. 

I.  What  are  the  primary  species  of  animals, 
birds  and  reptiles  common  to  the  area? 

II.  What  land  area  wlU  be  altered?  In  what 
manner? 

III.  Are  any  rare  m  endangered  species  In¬ 
digenous  to  the  proposed  altered  lands?* 


■If  the  answer  Is  yes,  please  describe  In 
greater  detail. 


Iv.  WUl  there  be  a  change  In  vegetation 
or  stream  flow  psAtems  over  a  large  area  of 
iMTMi  which  would  affect  habitat?* 

V.  Chm  habitats  elsewhere  be  purchased 
»Twr  Improved  to  accommodate  lost  popula¬ 
tion?  * 

vl.  What  (q>ecUa  hablUU,  such  as  food, 
cover,  nesting  and  breeding  areas  wUl  be 
changed  and  what  will  be  the  effects  of  the 
changes? 

vll.  What  are  the  Important  commercial 
and  sports  species  utUlaed  In  this  area? 

via.  WlU  the  action  alter  migration  pat¬ 
terns  (waterfowl,  fish,  wUdllfe)  ? 

(2)  Concern  for  various  species  of 
fish,  wildlife,  and  plants  endangered  by 
econ(»nic  growth  and  development  with¬ 
out  accomiianying  cwiservation  meas¬ 
ures  led  to  the  enactment  of  the  Federal 
Endangered  Species  Act  of  1973. 

Therefore,  please  indicate  whether  the 
proposed  project  could: 

I.  Jeopardize  the  continued  existence  of 
any  endangered  or  threatened  species  (flora 
and  fauna) ,  and 

II.  Result  in  the  destruction  or  modifica¬ 
tion  of  a  habitat  or  a  portion  of  such  habi¬ 
tat  of  endangered  or  threatened  species. 

This  analysis  shsdl  be  conducted  in 
consultation  with  the  Regional  Directors 
of  the'  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 
and/or  the  Regional  Directors  of  the 
National  Marine  Fisheries  Service.  If 
there  appears  to  be  an  ^ect,  the  CEIP 
office  shall  be  notified  and  sh|ill  coordi¬ 
nate  the  project  with  the  Regional  Di¬ 
rectors  of  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service.  The  results  of  this  coordination 
shall  be  included  in  the  assessment  and 
considered  in  the  environmental  impact 
consideration. 

2.  Noise  Impacts 

New  construction  or  substantial  re¬ 
habilitation  of  noise  sensitive  land  uses 
such  as  nursing  homes,  hospitals,  group 
practice  facilities  and  the  location  of  day 
care  or  community  counselling  services 
must  be  justified  if  it  Is  located  in  un¬ 
acceptable  noise  zones. 

To  determine  if  the  proposed  project 
is  in  an  unacceptable  noise  zmie.  apply 
Noise  Abatement  and  Control  Standards 
set  by  HUD  Circular  1390.2. 

a.  Unacceptable  Noise  Standards.* — 
Exceeds  80  dB(A)  60  minutes  per  24 
hours.  Exceeds  75  dB(A)  8  hours  per  24 
hours. 

b.  Optimal  Noise  Standards. — Does  not 
exceed  45  dB(A)  more  than  30  minutes 
per  24  hours. 

c.  The  following  is  a  noise  standard 
reference  guide: 

Near  airport — Jet  plane  100  ft.  away — 
average  130  db(A)  Internal  combustion 
aircraft  engine — average  110  dB(A). 

Near  traffic — Busy  street — average  80 
dB(A) .  Automobile  at  35-40  M.P.H.  aver¬ 
age  70  dB(A).  Subway  train  passing  sta¬ 
tion— 100  dB(A). 

Near  large  industry:  (Identify).  Pneu¬ 
matic  riveter — average  ISO  dB(A) .  Pneu¬ 
matic  drill,  20  ft.  away — 90  dB(A). 


*  The  decibel  values  for  those  sound  levels 
meamired  using  A-welghtIng  netwcwk  of  a 
standardized  sound  levM  meter.  Hie  Ai- 
walghtlng  iqiproxlmataa  the  response  of  the 
human  ear  to  notoe. 


Are  there  TV  or  radio  transmission 
facilities  within  three  horizontal  miles  of 
the  facility?  If  so,  describe. 

3.  Air  Quality 

Federal  air  quality  standards  to  meet 
national  air  quality  goals  are  divided  into 
two  categories:  primary  standards  de¬ 
signed  to  protect  hiunan  health,  and  less 
stringent  secondary  standards  to  protect 
property  and  aesthetics. 

State  has  the  primary  respon- 
sibiiity  to  assure  air  quality  by  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  implementation  plans  which 
specify  the  manner  in  which  national 
primary  and  secondary  ambient  air 
quality  control  regions  will  be  achieved 
and  maintained  within  the  various  air 
quailty  control  regions  (title  I,  section 
107)  of  the  Clean  Air  Act.  To  determine 
if  the  pnHKised  action  will  have  an  effect 
on  air  quality  suffleirat  to  require  a  de¬ 
tailed  assessment,  the  following  should 
be  submitted  for  the  proposed  project  and 
considered  for  each  alternative  (if  ap¬ 
plicable)  . 

a.  Types  of  contaminants,  specifically 
toxic  or  nuisance  pollutants  such  as  car¬ 
bon  monoxide,  nitrogen  dioxide,  sulfur 
oxides,  organic  compounds,  photochonl- 
cal  oxidants,  suspended  particulate  mat¬ 
ter,  hydrogen  sulfide,  le^,  fluoride,  cal¬ 
cium  oxide,  and  beryUium. 

b.  Proximity  to  human  habitatiems, 
especially  if  within  one  mile  of  airports, 
schools,  residential  areas,  etc.  because  of 
possible  effects  on  visibility,  esthetic, 
health,  vegetation,'  and  animal  life. 

c.  Topographic  features — influencing 
air  currents  and  ventilation  factor. 

d.  Ventilation  factors  as  measured  by 
volume  of  air  available  for  the  dispersal 
of  pollutants  which  is  dependent  upon 
the  character  and  height  of  the  tempera¬ 
ture  inversion  layer  and  the  amount  of 
wlndflow.  Undesirable  effects  can  be 
caused  in  areas  that  have  high  frequency 
of  temperature  inversions  and  low  wind 
speeds  (0-5  mph) . 

e.  Air  pollution  history  of  the  area 
where  the  action  would  take  place, 
especially  if  local  air  quality  standards 
are  being  exceeded. 

f.  Existing  industrial  concentration 
and  associated  air  contaminants. 

g.  Potential  for  changes  in  the  micro¬ 
climate  of  the  area  (i.e.,  the  climatic 
structure  of  the  air  space  near  the 
ground  such  as  temperature,  humidity, 
w'ind,  air  pollution,  etc.) . 

This  information  is  available  from  the 
State  Air  Quality  Control  Board  or  from 
the  Regional  E:pA  Offices. 

Wherever  there  is  some  variation  be¬ 
tween  State  (or  local)  and  Federal  air 
quality  standards,  the  strictest  one  ap¬ 
plies  to  the  project. 

4.  Water  Quality 

Each  State  is  required  to  set  water 
quality  standards  for  State  waters  within 
its  boundaries  and  to  set  effluent  llmita- 
tiems  and  total  maximum  daily  loads  of 
pollutants  including  thermal  discharges 
in  order  of  the  severity  of  pollution. 

a.  Standards. — ^Pch*  projects  discharg¬ 
ing  effluents  into  the  waterways,  anfil- 
cable  efflurat  limitations  and  state  water 
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quality  standards  for  the  Impact  area 
should  be  listed.  Information  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  State  water  contrcd  au¬ 
thority  or  the  Regional  EPA  Office. 
Water  quality  problems  already  Identi¬ 
fied  by  local/state  or  Federal  agencies 
should  be  specified. 

b.  Environmental  effects. — To  deter¬ 
mine  whether  the  proposed  project  wUl 
cause  significant  environmental  effects 
on  the  biota  or  human  usage  of  water, 
the  following  Information  should  be  con¬ 
sidered  for  each  alternative  and  sub¬ 
mitted  for  the  proposed  project  (if  ap¬ 
plicable)  . 

(1)  Will  the  water  temperature 
change?  Indicate  volume  and  tempera¬ 
ture  of  merging  waters. 

(2)  Will  the  water  solids  content 
change  because  of  increased  suspension 
of  solids.  Increased  settling  of  solids,  or 
a  change  In  dissolved  solids? 

(3)  Will  there  be  a  significant  change 
in  nitrogen  saturation?  * 

(4)  Will  there  be  any  change  In  con¬ 
centration  of  hazardous  chemicals  or 
radionuclides?  * 

(5)  Will  there  be  a  change  in  paUio- 
gens?  * 

(6)  Will  Impoimdments  or  changes  hi 
water  temperature  change  the  rate  of 
eutrophication?  * 

(7)  Will  the  taste  or  odor  change.  * 

(8)  Do  any  of  these  changes  in  water 
quality  create  conditions  which  are  out¬ 
side  of  permissible  or  desirable  condi¬ 
tions  as  expressed  by  water  quality 
standards  or  general  social  opinion?  * 

5.  Waste  Water  Treatment  Plants 

If  the  proposed  project  Is  a  waste 
water  treatment  plant,  the  following  In¬ 
formation  Is  requested.  This  Information 
follows  closely  the  Information  needed 
for  the  facility — planning  process  de¬ 
veloped  by  EPA  for  its  municipal  grants 
construction  program  for  sewage  treat¬ 
ment  works,  authorized  under  Title  n  of 
the  FWPCA.  The  purpose  of  coordinat¬ 
ing  the  CTEIP  grant  program  with  SPA’S 
program  Is  to  insure  that  the  Intent  of 
the  Federal  Water  Pollution  Ccmtrol  Act 
Is  carried  out. 

a.  State  Continuing  Planning  Process 

or  Related  Projects  and  Basin  Plans. — 
Plans  for  the  proposed  treatment  plant 
must  conform  to  applicable  approved 
basin  plans  prepared  under  section  303  of 
the  FWPCA.  Under  the  State  continuing 
planning  process,  “segmoits”  of  the  na¬ 
tion’s  waterways  have  been  classified  ini¬ 
tially  as  “water  quality  limited”  or  “ef¬ 
fluent  limited”.  “Water  quality  limited” 
segments  are  those  which  cannot  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  meet  established  water  quality 
standards  even  if  all  point  sources 
achieve  the  effluent  limitations  required 
by  section  301  of  FWPCA.  “Effluent 
limited”  segments  are  those  where  water 
quality  standards  can  be  achieved  after 
all  point  sources  meet  the  effluent  limita¬ 
tions  required  by  section  301.  , 

b.  Effluent  Limitations. — ^The  assess¬ 
ment  should  list  the  effluent  limitations 


4  If  the  answer  is  yes,  please  quantify  with 
the  best  avaUable  Information. 


NOTICES 

applicable  to  the  facility  being  idanned. 
‘ITiese  effluent  limitations  nmrmaly  may 
be  foimd  In  a  municipal  permit  Issued 
under  the  National  Pollutant  Discharge 
saimlnatlon  System.  A  copy  of  the  mu¬ 
nicipal  permit  should  be  attached  to  the 
assessment. 

If  the  proposed  project  Is  on  a  “water 
quality  limited”  waterway  the  applicable 
water  quality  standards  should  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  State  and  briefly  be  sum¬ 
marized  in  the  assessment,  in  addition 
to  efflurat  limitations  necessary  to  meet 
the  applicable  water  quality  standards. 

If  the  proposed  treatment  plant  will 
discharge  into  an  “effluent  limited" 
stream  segment,  secondary  treatment 
must  be  provided  as  a  minimum  (40  CFR 
Part  133  “Secondary  Treatment  Infor¬ 
mation,”  Fedekal  Registex  Vol.  38  No. 
159,  August  17,  1973,  pp.  22298-22299). 
Discharge  limitations  for  treatment 
plants  on  “water  quality  limited”  seg¬ 
ments  win  be  determined  In  the  basin 
planning  process  or,  if  not  available.  In 
oonjimctlon  with  the  permit  program. 

c.  Areawide  Waste  Treatment  Manage¬ 
ment  Pians. — Areawide  plans,  authorized 
under  section  208  of  the  FWPCA,  are  to 
set  forth  a  comprehensive  management 
program  for  coUectlon  and  treatment  of 
wastes  and  for  controlling  pollution  from 
aU  point  and  non-point  sources.  Indicate 
whether  the  proposed  project  has  been 
considered.  Is  part  of,  or  has  been  re¬ 
jected  by,  the  areawide  208  plan  or  state¬ 
wide  nondeslgrnated  area  plan. 

d.  Title  II,  section  201  EPA  grant  pro¬ 
gram. — Is  the  pr(H>osed  waste  treatment 
project  on  the  State  priority  list?  If  so, 
has  it  been  rejected  by  EPA  or  any  other 
Federal  agency. 

e.  Municipal  permits. — ^The  Waste 
Water  Treatment  Plant  plan  must,  as  a 
minimum,  conform  With  aU  applicable 
permit  requir^ents  and  include  a  copy 
of  the  permit  if  already  obtained. 

f.  Planning  Area  for  Alternatives. — 
The  facility  planning  area  for  any  new 
waste  water  treatment  should  be  large 
enough  to  analyze  the  cost-effective  al¬ 
ternative  methods  of  waste  transport, 
treatment  handling  and  disposal  of 
sludge  and  disposal  of  treated  e^ent.  It 
should  also  be  large  enou^,,to  8uud3^e 
both  the  primary  and  secondary  (in- 
diiced  growth)  effects  of  alternatives’. 

(1)  Provide  a  US(3S  topographic  map 
showing  the  planning  area,  the  boimd- 
aries  of  political  Jurisdictions,  boimdarles 
of  streams,  lakes,  water  impoundments 
and  water  basin  and  service  areas  of 
existing  waste  treatment  systems. 

(2)  Existing  waste  water  flows  and 
treatment  systems.  Provide  an  inventory 
of  existing  waste  water  treatment  sys¬ 
tems,  including  services,  treatment 
plants,  effluent  disposal  or  reuse  meth¬ 
ods,  sludge  disposal  methods,  and  flows 
and  waste  reduction  measures  if  any  in 
the  planning  area. 

g.  Develop  and  Evaluate  Alterna¬ 
tives. — The  alternative  of  optimizing 
performance  of  existing  facilities  should 
be  considered  first.  The  level  of  treatment 
attainable  with  optimum  performance 
should  serve  as  a  baseline  for  planning 
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additions  or  modifications  to  the  treat¬ 
ment  system. 

Regional  Solutions.  The  possibility  of  a 
regional  solution  to  waste  water  treat¬ 
ment  problems  should  be  explored  early 
In  the  planning  process  to  reduce  the 
number  of  options  requiring  detailed 
consideration  to  a  manageable  number. 
Regional  solutions  may  Include  Inter¬ 
connection  of  facilities,  construction  of 
one  or  more  large  facilities  to  eliminate 
the  need  for  many  small  facilities  and 
Joint  management  of  facilities  to  Im¬ 
prove  operation  and  maintenance  and 
reduce  costs.  Joint  facilities  may  Involve 
interceptors,  treatment  plants  and  sludge 
and  effluent  disposal  systems. 

Existing  plans  which  address  regional 
options  should  be  relerenced  and  Impor¬ 
tant  conclusicms  summarized  In  the  as¬ 
sessment.  Further  analysis  of  options  will 
not  be  necessary  if  regional  questions  are 
resolved  by  existing  plans. 

h.  Infiltration  and  Infiow. — Absent  a 
State  certification  that  excessive  infil¬ 
tration/inflow  does  not  exist,  then  esti¬ 
mate  the  infiltration/ Inflow  into  the  sys- 
t^.  Approximate,  on  a  preliminary 
basis,  the  costs  of  treating  the  existing 
problems  versus  the  costs  of  rehabilitat¬ 
ing  the  sewer  system  to  eliminate  the 
problem. 

1.  Dredging  and  Filling. — ^Title  IV.  Per¬ 
mits  and  Licenses  (section  404(a)),  au¬ 
thorized  the  UjS.  Army  Corps  of  En¬ 
gineers  to  regulate  discharging  of  dredge 
or  fill  material  Into  navigable  waters  by 
Issiiing  permits.  Section  303(b)  directs 
EPA  to  develop  guidelines  with  the  n.S. 
Corps  of  Engineers  to  evaluate  the  dis¬ 
posal  sites  for  the  fill  In  terms  of  the 
effect  on  municipal  water  supplies,  shell¬ 
fish  beds,  fishery  areas  (including  spawn¬ 
ing  and  breeding  areas),  wildlife  or 
recreational  areas. 

For  projects  with  dredging  and  filling 
activities,  describe  the  type,  composition 
and  quantity  of  the  material  to  be 
dredg^  the  method  of  dredging  and  the 
site  and  plans  for  disposal  of  the  dredged 
material. 

6.  Solid  Waste  Management 

Indicate  all  aspects  of  the  project  in¬ 
cluding  beneficiaries’  operattons,  and 
known  indirect  effects  which  will  neces¬ 
sitate  the  disposal  of  solid  wastes.  Indi¬ 
cate  the  kinds  and  expected  quantities 
of  solid  wastes  Involved  and  the  disposal 
techniques  to  be  used.  Ehraluate  the  ade¬ 
quacy  of  these  techniques  especially  In 
relationship  to  air  and  water  qiiallty. 
Indicate  If  recycling  or  recovery  pro¬ 
grams  are  or  will  be  used.  Cite  any  con¬ 
tacts  with  appropriate  experts. 

7.  Human  Population 

Will  the  construction  of  the  facility 
disrupt  <me  of  the  following  services  to 
a  human  ^pulatlcm  for  more  than  24 
hours:  water,  electrical  power,  natural 
gas,  or  sewage.  Indicate  the  number  of 
pec^le  to  be  relocated  and  arrangements 
being  made  for  the  relocation.  A  project 
must  cc»nply  with  requirements  of  Title 
n  and  Title  m  of  the  Uniform  Reloca¬ 
tion  Assistance  and  Real  Property  Ac¬ 
quisition  Act  of  1970  (Pub,  L.  91-686) . 
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8.  Transportation 

Describe  available  transportation  net¬ 
works  such  as  highways  and  rail.  Esti- 
nuite  the  Increase  in  motor  vehicle  traf¬ 
fic  and  the  ability  of  existing  roads  to 
safely  accommodate  this  increase.  De- 
.scrlbe  new  traffic  patterns  which  will 
arise  because  of  project.  Discuss  how 
these  new  traffic  patterns  will  affect  the 
land  uses  describe  above  especially  resi¬ 
dential,  hospitals,  schools  and  recrea¬ 
tional.  Describe  the  consistency  of  the 
project’s  transportation  impacts  with  the 
transportation  plans  for  the  area  and 
any  air  quality  thresholds.  Cite  anj’  con¬ 
tact  with  appropriate  experts. 

9.  wad  and  Scenic  Rivers 

Indicate  whether  the  project  will  affect 
a  river  or  portion  of  It  which  is  either 
included  in  the  National  Wild  and  Scenic 
Rivers  System  or  designated  for  poten¬ 
tial  addition  to  the  system.  If  so,  an 
analysis  shall  be  conducted  through  dis¬ 
cussions  with  the  appropriate  regional 
c^ce  of  the  Bureau  of  Outdoor  Recrea¬ 
tion,  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
when  forest  service  lands  are  Involved, 
and  appn^rlate  State  agencies  having 
Implementatimi  authorities.  Sununarlze 
the  results  of  these  discussions.  If  there 
appears  to  be  an  effect,  the  CEIP  pro¬ 
gram  staff  shall  be  notified  and  will  then 
coordinate  the  project  with  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Interior  or  Agriculture,  as  re¬ 
quired. 

The  results  of  this  formal  coordination 
shall  be  included  In  the  assessment  and 
considered  in  the  environmental  Impact 
determlnatl<m. 

10.  Historic  Preservation 

In  this  section,  steps  shall  be  taken  to 
comply  with  the  "Procedures  for  the  Pro- 
tectlcm  of  Historic  and  Cultural  Pitver- 
tles.”  First,  indicate  that  the  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places  has  been  re¬ 
viewed  and  whether  there  are  any  listed 
properties  located  within  the  area  to  be 
affected  by  the  project.  Sec(Hid,  indicate 
the  steps  taken  such  as  historical/ 
archecdogical  surveys  to  determine  If 
there  are  any  properties  eligible  for  list¬ 
ing  located  within  the  affected  area. 
Summarize  the  results  of  the  consulta¬ 
tion  with  the  State  Historic  Preservation 
Officer  (SHPO)  and  attach  apprc^riate 
documentation.  Discuss  the  views  of  any 
other  experts  contacted.  Based  upon  the 
above  review  process  and  the  views  of  the 
SHPO,  state  whether  or  not  an  eligible 
or  list^  property  wUl  be  affected. 

If  there  will  be  an  effect,  discuss  all 
of  the  steps  and  protective  measures  tak¬ 


en  to  complete  the  ’'Procedures.'*  De¬ 
scribe  the  affected  property  and  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  effect. 

Describe  alternative  s(dutlons.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  the  Public  Buildings  Cooperative 
Use  Act  will  allow  the  Public  Buildings 
Service  of  the  General  Services  Admin¬ 
istration  (OSA)  to  locate  Federal  offices 
in  buildings  of  historic  and  architectural 
value  and  encourage  mixed  commercial 
and  cultural  xises. 

II.  Procedures  for  Preparing  Environ¬ 
mental  Impact  Statements  <EI8) 

The  Environmental  lmpcu;t  Assess¬ 
ment  prepared  for  a  proposed  project 
will  be  reviewed  by  the  CX7ZM  As^late 
Administrator  in  accordance  with  ttieee 
guidelines,  and  with  Department  of 
Commerce  Administrative  Order  216-8, 
and  a  "Notice  of  Intent”  or  a  "Notice  of 
Negative  Declaration”  wUl  be  issued. 

Notice  of  Intent.— A  notice  of  Intent 
is  a  CEIP  letter,  memorandum  or  news 
release  that  notifies  appropriate  Federal. 
State  and  local  agencies,  and  the  public 
that  the  OCZM  Intends  to  prepare  an 
environmental  statement  on  a  particular 
action  based  on  the  environmental  as¬ 
sessment  and  review. 

Notice  of  Negative  Declaration. — A  no- 
tice  of  negative  declaratlcm  Is  a  CEIP 
letter,  memorandum  or  news  release  no¬ 
tifying  appropriate  Federal,  State,  and 
lo(^  agencies,  and  the  public  that  an 
environmental  statement  Is  not  required 
and  wUl  not  be  prepared  on  a  particular 
action. 

A.  regional  IIS 

The  Associate  Administrator  may  de¬ 
termine  that  a  Regional  EIS  will  be  pre¬ 
pared  If  a  group  of  related  projects  are 
concentrated  In  a  geographic  aresk  A 
regional  EIS  will  be  prepared  by  the 
CEIP  staff  hi  coordination  with  the  ap¬ 
propriate  local.  State,  and  Federal  In¬ 
terests. 

B.  DECISIONS  or  ADEQUATE  PRIOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 

The  Associate  Administrator  ean  de¬ 
termine  that  the  Environmental  Impact 
Assessment  <m  a  project  has  received 
“adequate^  indor  environmental  review. 
Projects  vdilch  have  been  the  subject  of 
m’lor  assessmoit  either  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Cmnmerce,  or  another  Federal 
agency,  or  have  been  covered  by  an  area- 
wide  Environmental  Dnpact  Statement 
Shall  not  require  additional  envlron- 
maital  assessment  If  the  foUowlng  eoo- 
dltlons  are  met: 


1.  An  environmental  review  pursuant 
to  NEPA  has  been  undertakoi  by  a  Fed¬ 
eral  agency  and  completed  within  the 
last  three  years; 

2.  The  prior  review  has  been  evaluated 
by  CEIP  staff  and  found  to  be: 

a.  Sufficiently  detaUed  and  accurate  In 
Its  description  of  the  proposed  action  to 
aUow  a  substantive  Judgment  of  the  en¬ 
vironmental  consequences  of  those  ac- 
tl<ms; 

b.  Currently  accurate  In  Its  descrip¬ 
tion  of  existing  and  prospective  site  and 
technology  conditions  which  might  af¬ 
fect  the  contemplated  project; 

3.  The  prior  review  has  not  been  sub¬ 
jected  to  legal  challenge,  or  If  chaUenged, 
was  found  by  the  court  to  be  adequate, 
and  no  further  legal  action  is  pending; 

4.  There  are  no  Identifiable  adverse 
consequences  to  the  proposed  CEIP  ac¬ 
tion  T/hlch  are  environmentally  signifi¬ 
cant  and  which  might  be  mitigated  or 
prevented  through  evaluation  and/or 
project  modification. 

c.  "miRD  party”  agreements 

If  In  the  application  process  for  sec¬ 
tion  308  (E)  and  (O)  Grants  it  becomes 
evident  that  an  EIS  will  be  required,  the 
responsible  official  may  seek  tte  api^l- 
cant’s  interest  in  developing  a  draft  EIS 
by  the  "third  party”  method.  Generally, 
such  an  agreement  should  be  established 
prior  to  the  develi^mient  of  the  appli¬ 
cant's  Environmental  Impact  Assess¬ 
ment  and  serve  the  purpose  of  such  en¬ 
vironmental  impact  assessment. 

Such  agreement  will  not  be  initiated 
unless  both  the  applicant  and  OCZM 
have  agreed  to  its  establishment.  Under  a 
third  party  agreement,  both  the  appli¬ 
cant  and  OCZM  have  certain  minimum 
responsibilities.  The  applicant  will  be  re¬ 
sponsible  for  retaining  a  third  party  con¬ 
sultant  to  prepare  materials  for  use  in 
the  EIS.  OCZM  shall  iqiprove  the  selec¬ 
tion  of  the  third  party  consultant  and 
shall  base  such  approval  on  the  objec¬ 
tiveness  of  the  consultant,  mcluding  such 
factors  as  the  degree  of  financial  inde¬ 
pendence,  the  ability  to  make  a  free  and 
independent  appral^  of  environmental 
Impact,  and  the  absence  of  conflicting 
Interest.  In  all  cases  OCZM  will  be  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  8c<H>e  and  (xmtent  of 
the  assessment  or  Impact  statement  pre¬ 
pared  under  NEPA. 

T.  P.  Gliitir,- 
Assistant  Administrator 
for  Administration. 

Auoust  26. 1971. 
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